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PROLEGOMENON

It 1s a happy arrangement to reissue in one volume Elijah
(Elias) Levita’s Massoreth Ha-Massoreth and Jacob ben Chayyim
ibn Adoniyah’s Introduction to the Rabbinic Bible of 1525, though
whether Elijah Levita would have approved of such a conjunc-
tion is quite another matter. The two men were contemporaries,
with Elijah Levita probably the older by two or three years.
Both were devoted students of the text of the Hebrew Bible
and of the Masorah. Both were driven out of house and home
by persecution, both lost all that they had, and both ultimately
came to Venice where in 1516 Daniel Bomberg, a wealthy and
cultured Christan merchant from Antwerp, had set up his
celebrated printing press. Here the resemblance ends.

Jacob ben Chayyim’s family were from Spain, and the?y
emigrated from there in the expulsions of 1391 and 141?j or in
the great expulsion of 1492. The family settled in Tux?x's, but
were driven out from there through the military activities (?f
Cardinal Ximenes against the Moors of North Africa. This
was the Cardinal Ximenes who was responsible for the pre-
paration and the printing of the Complutensian Polyglot Bll?le
of 1514-17 at Alcala. From 1510 to 1517 Jacob ben Chayylm
wandered in poverty from one Italian city to another until he
came to Venice. There he found rest and peace and work;
he hoped it was for the rest of his life. '

Elijah Levita was a Jew of German descent, born in ‘Neu-
stadt near Nuremburg. He lived all his early years in an
atmosphere of persecution and massacre, although his otvlvln
family does not seem to have been involved pers.onally._ In he
end, however, doubtless because of increasing difficulties, the
family migrated to Italy when the boy Elijah was about fifteen
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SECTION VII. treats on the plene and defective of monosyllabic
words, being small words.

SECTION VIII. treats on the Massoretic marks, or words, which have
two or three quiescents, some being plene and some defective, or all
being plene or all defective. .. e

SecTION IX. treats on words which have a quiescent Aleph, either
expressed or not, and which are called ‘with audible Alephs,” or
‘without audible Alephs.’

SECTION X. treats on words, the final He of which is either plene or
defective, and are called Maphkin He, consisting of four kinds.
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