§ 11 ALEXANDRA 76-67 B.C.

Sources

Josephus dnz. xiii 16 (405~32); B.J. 1 5 (107-19).
Rabbinic traditions: bSotah 22b i
. bTaanith 23a
bShabbath 16b - “
Sifra Be-Hukkothay 1 (ed. I. H. Weiss, p. 1x0Db)
Leviticus Rabbah 3s:10.
Cf. Dererbourg, op. cit., pp. 102-12.
Coins: see n. 1 below. :
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According to Alexander’s will, the throne went to his widow,
Alexandra, who in turn nominated her eldest son, Hyrcanus, High
Priest.! Alexandra, whose transliterated- Hebrew name appears in
Greek texts as Salome or Salina (76-67 B.C.), was in_ all respects.the
antithesis of her husband.? Whereas he hated, and was hated by, the
Pharisees, Alexandra was well disposed towards them and entrusted

T Ant. xii 16, 1-2 (405-8); B.J. i 5, 1 (107-9). It is now generally accepted
that there are mno coins certainly attributable to Alexandra. F. de Saulcy,
Recherches sur la numismatique udaique (1854), pl. 1V, 13, listed two with the
alleged reading BAZIAIY. AAESANA. But both the decipherment and the attribu-
tion are highly uncertain, see U. Kahrstedt, Klio 10 (r910), pp. 284~5, anc BMC
Pualestine, p. xcv. It is, however, sometimes suggested that the coins of John
Hyrcanus II with the Greek letter A on the obverse refer to Alexandra, and were
minted during her lifetime (see Y. Meshorer, Jewisk Goins, P. I2X, n. 14; cf. also
R.de Vaux, L’archéologie et les manuscrits de la Mey Morte, p. 15). —

2. On the chronology, see above p. 200. The Hebrew name of Alexandra has
‘besn handed down in various ferms. In rabbinic sources she is. referred to as
PSR W, 185W, W or IPRSW (see Jastrow, Dictionary, P. 1587). All theseforms
as well as ']11”?3'?!9 (Meg. Taan. § 24, gloss) no doubt derive from an original
]15!73'712) attested epigraphically as a Jewish woman's name. Seée C. Clermont-
Ganneau, dv:haeological Researches in Palesiine T (1899), pp- 386-92 =] .-B. Frey,
CIJ 11, 1317; cf. 1223, 1253, 1265, 1297, 1353, £363. A daughter of Herod is called
Zahopfudd, Jos, Ant. xviil 5, 4 (r30) and Babata’s step-daughter bore the same name:
see Y. Yadin, Bar-Kokhba (1971), pp. 246-8.1f J. T. Milik’s statement (Ten Years

- of Discovery, p. 73) concerning a reference to Alexandm as ]1‘373'?{0 in an mpub-
lished calendar from 4Qis confirmed, the issue will be cefinitely settled. Eusebius,
Clron., ad. ann. Abr. 1941, menticns ‘Alexandra quae et Salina* (=the Armenian
translation and Jerome in Euseb. Chron., ed. Schoere IL, pp. 134~5). Ci. also -
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# golden denarii; the scribes gathered such grains and preserved samplés.
““of thern in order:to show future generations the effect of sin.22 . -
‘¢ 'On’ the other hand, ‘the Pharisees did not hold power so exclusively
“that the queen could; without danger, rely on them alone. The strength
Vof the Sadducees was not yet broken. And the discontent among these
*: dircles was“all the inore dangerous since Alexandra’s own son, Aristo-
- bulus, was at their head.. The queen was herself to discover the instab-
- sility “of her-position towards the end of her life. When she fell gravely
l:at:the’ age of séventy-three, and it-was expected that her elder son,
yrcanus, would. stucceed to the throne, Judas Aristobulus judged that
:the time had come to raise the banner of insurrection. As the number
<of his followers- rapidly increased, the elders of the people’® and
* Hyrcanus: became seriously alarmed, and remonstrated with the’ queen
+that it was necessary to take steps against him. The queen granted the
authonty for this, but died before-the outbreak of war, in 67 B.c.14

i7" 12, bTazn 23a. The text only mentions Simeon ben Shetah, but when guoted
. in Tosaphoth to ‘Shabb. 16b, both Simeon and' the queen are named. See
Derenbourg, op. cit., p. 102; cf. also Sifra Behukk. 1; Lev. R. 35: 10. Be this as.it
F.may, it is clear tha.t the’ penod of Alexandra is meant.

13. Amnt. xiil 16, 5 (428) 7dv 8¢ “lovdalwy of mpeafirepor. :

4. Ant. xm 16 5—-6 (402-—32) ‘B.J. i 5, 4 (}tl’.7~19) For the date see above
'_,_pp 200~1.: P :




