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Because of the scanfiness of the sources it is- difficult to.give .an
‘accurate account of the position of Palestine at this time in relation
to Rome. This much is certain, however: it was tributary, Jos. 4#2. xiv
4,4 (74);B.J.17,¢ (r54), and under the control of the Roman governor
of Syria: The question is whether or not it was directly -incorperated
in.the"province of Syria. A later observation made by. Josephus con-
stitutes an argument for-the. latter alternative, namely that by the
enactment of Gabinius, who divided Palestine into five districts, the
land was free from ‘monarchical g(’)vérnment", B.J. 18, 5 (x79). Hyr-
canus wil consequently heve stood at the head of the government of
the country, anc been subject only to the control of the Roman

- governor.? o . ’
After Pompey’s departure, Palestine at first enjoyed a few yéars of
_ peace. Scaurus, like his two successors Marcius Philippus and Lentulus
Marcellinus, admittedly s:ill had trouble with the Nabataeans,? but
‘this had no influerice on the fortunes of Palestine. In 57 B.C., however,
" Aristobulus’s son, Alexancer, who liad escaped from captivity when on

1. Sozlso E. Kuhn, Die stadtische und bivgerl. Verfassung des voim. Reichs (1865)
11, p. 163;-cf. Schalit, op. cit., Ep- 'Iqs—-I 5. For some hypotheses cn ‘the constitutional
position, cf. E.- Bammel, ‘Tie Neuordnung des Pompeius und das rdmisch-
* jiidische Blindnis’, ZDPV 75 (1959), pp. 76-82. . o
2. Jos. Ant. xiv 5,1 {80 £); B.J. 18, 1 (150); Appian, Syr. 51/255-6. '
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128vo' . The Roman-Herodian Age

-were cut off to disqualify him permanently from being High Priest.
" Phasael escaped his enemies by dashing his head against a rock, after
receiving the good news of his brother’s successful escape.

.. The Parthians then took Hyrcanus. with them as a prisoner, and
‘installed ‘Antigonus as king.52

“'s2. Amt. xiv 13, 9-10 (363-9); B.J. i 13, 9-II (268—73). Dio xlviil 26, 2
erroneously gives the name Aristobulus instead of Antigonus. Of the years 43—40
. B.c., Julius Africanus in Georgius Syncellus (ed. Dindorf I, pp. 581 £.) and Syncellus
-himself (ed. Dindorf I, pp. 576 f. and 57g), each give a brief account containing
details at variance from those given by Josephus, and probably deriving from
another source (Justus of Tiberias?). Note especially that according to this
account Phasael does not take his own life when a prisoner, but falls in battle
{Julius Africanus in Syncellus I, p. 581:-Pasdnlos 8¢ &v 7q) pdyy dvarpeirar). Also, the
sum which Cassius exacted in Palestine is given, not as 700, but as 8oo talents
(Syncellus I, p.. 576). Cf. H. Gelzer, Sextus Julius Africanus 1 (1880), pp. 261—5.
- There is no reason however, to prefer these brief references to the very exhaustive
account of Josephus. . - : : : :
On. the theory identifying the “Wicked Priest’ of the Qumran documents
with Hyrcanus II, see § 12, 1. 30. N




