




























































































398 o The Roman-Hevodian Age »
Consequently, all " Palestine was now re-united in the hands of a
‘Herodian just as it had been undeér Herod the Great.'®! :

% Meanwhile “the “divisions between Jews and Greeks in Alexandria
“were hot ‘et ended. On'the.development of this issue in the reign of
"Claudiusi{A.D. 41-54) we have three papyrus documents, only one of
‘which is of undisputed authenticity. This is the now famous letter of

.Claudius’to the Alexandrians, first published in 1924.1% It is addressed

“to the city of Alexandria in response to an embassy, and was written in
“about October a:D. 41. The first part (Ul 1-2) concerns offers of honours
“to' the .empetor and requests for benefits to themselves-made by the
hassy: In lines 73-104-Claudius turns fo the Jewish question and
, “that the Jews had sent two embassies (possibly that of Philo
and. another’ despatched after his. accession). In the context of a
strongly-worded ‘general warning to both sides to keep the peace, he
orders the Alexandrians not to interfere with the customs of the.Jews,
“‘and the:Jews ‘not to intrude’themselves into the games presided over
by the gymnasiarchos and the ‘kosmetas, since they enjoy what is their
“own, and in a city: which is not their own they possess an abundance .
."of all good things’. This letter probably shows that the edict preserved
f-bj';]oseﬁhué,f‘Ant:-xix 5,-2 (279-85) cannot be genuine as it stands,
! for it emphasises precisely the equal rights of the Jews in Alexandria—
Tods e’iji}'_‘A/\efqvﬁps{q.; *Tovdalovs *AAefardpets Xeg)bye’vovs ‘auyfcqrocmage'ﬁrag
ofs” mpthrors’ €dld Kaupols *Adebavdpedor kai lons molvrelas mapd TV
* Basiréwy Terevydras®® Finally, a number of papyri report parts.of the -
- hearing before Claudius in which thé leading Alexandrian anti-Semite,
sidorus, accuses the Jewish king Agrippa—either Agrippa I in A.D. 41
i Agrippa” II-in’abbut’ A.D. 53..The question whether this text, like
the other ‘Acts of the Alexaridrian’ Martyrs’, is documentary or fictional

not yet decided 38,

.- Palestine from the harvest season in April/May. Philo’s statements in Legatio 34—5

*{255-69) are too definite and detailed to be dismissed as unhistorical.

.- Another chronology has been suggested by E. M. Smallwood, ‘The Chronology

" of Gaius” Attempt to Desecrate the Temple’, Latomus 16 (1957), Pp. 3-17- She

. places the events a few months earlier. See.also.-J. P. V. D. Balsdon, ‘Notes

“Concerning the Principate of Gaius’, JRS 24 (1934), PP- 19-24, and idem, The

- Emperor Gaius (Caligula) (1934), PP. 135-40. .- L :

181 BiJ. 1 11, 4-(215); And Xix 5, 1 (274). .~ .

" 182. P. Lond. 19, 2. H. I. Bell, Jews and Christians tn Egypt (1924), PP- 23—4-

. For a full treatment listing-the immense subsequent bibliography, see CP] no.

153. The translation of lines 92—5 above is taken from CPJ. - ’

i 183. Note, however, L. H. Feldman, Josephus (Loeb) IX, ad loc., who argues

-.that the two documents are not irreconciliable. <

" 184.°See H. A. Musurillo, Acts-of the Pagan Martyrs: Acta Alexandyinorum
{1954), Text IV (arguing for &.0. 53); CPJ no. 156-(arguing for A.p. 41).




