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It might be thought, from the record of the Roman procurators to
whom, from now on, public affairs in Pelestine were entrusted, that
- they all, as if by secret arrangement, systematically and deliberately
set ott to drive the people to revolt. Even the best of them—to.say
nothing of the others who totally disregarded every law—had no idea
that a nation like the Jews required above all consideration for their
religious customs. Instead of showing moderation and indulgence; they
severely clampsd down on any manifestation of the people’s national
character. The least guily in this respect were the first two procurators,
who by refraining from any interference with ancestral customs, kept
-the nation at peace’.? y ' '
.. T. The first procurator whom Claudius sent to Palestine was Cuspius
Fadus (A.D. 44-746).2 He had the opportunity as soon as he assumed
-office to show his determination to maintain order. When he arrived
in-Palestine, the inhabitants of Peraea were in a state of open war with
the citizens of Philadelphia.? The conflict had arisen over disputes about
the boundaries of their respective territories. As the Peraeans were at
fault, Fadus had one of the thres ringleaders executed and the other
two banished from the country. But for all his love of justice, Fadus
had no understanding of the peculiar characteristics of the Jewish

I, B.j.ii 11, 6 (220). : :
2. B.J.ii 11, 6 (220); At xix g, 2 (363).
3. Ant. xx 1, 1 (2).
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havmg executed the ma]or cnmmals and released the rest. ‘The pnsons
e-thus empty of irimates, but the country full of robbers’.® ;
7:-The last .of the- procurators, Gessius Florus (A.D.- 64—66)62 ‘was
so the worst: He came from Clazomenae and acquired the procurator-
#ship, of - _]udaea through the influence of his wife Cleopatra, who-was
“friendly-with the Empress Poppaea. Josephus is at a loss for words to
- describe the baseness which characterized his administration. Compared
“with: hiin; YAlbinus was a .‘most righteous’ fellow (Stkaudraros). So
‘measureless ‘was his tyranny that the Jewstegarded Albinus as benevo-
ent: by comparison.. Whereas Albinus had committed his infamous
deeds in’ secret, Florus was brazen enough to parade them openly.®
i The robbery of individuals seemed to him much too petty; he plundered
“whole cities.and ruined whole communities. As long as bandits wers
; ‘willing 'to. ‘share . the1r spoﬂ W1th him, they could carry on Wlthout
hinclra'jlce‘.ﬁ?‘1 PR

Such malevolence Was. beyond endurance So inflammable was ths
ituation that it now needed but one spark And the explosmn followed
Wlth elemental force v S :

1 ANt xx 9, 5 (215). - ' ) v
= 62. ‘BiJ ii14, 2 (277) Ant XX II 1 (2 52—3) When the Jews openly took up
rms ‘against Rome in May-A.D.. 66, B.J. i 14, 4 (284) Florus had started the
econd year of his procura.torshrp, Anf. xx 11, 1 (257). He must therefore have
een installed in A.D. 64. The name Gessius Florus, and the adversities the Jews
'ad to suffer under his rule-and that of his predecessors, is attested by Tac. Hist.
10 ‘duravit tamen pa.tlentla Iudaels usque ad- G&ssmm Florum procuratorem
PIRZ G I70. 7
3. Cf.-Tac. loc. éit. (n 62).

4. B.J. il 14, 2 (277-9); Ant. xx 1, 1 (252——7)



