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Appendix: Zerahya of Barcelona’s
Commentary to Job (Rome, 1291)

1. What you must know first is that this entire book serves as an allegory
(wn). Its primary intention, indeed, was to make known religious and non-
religious motives and various beliefs by which men at large of different siripes
are distinguished. . . .

As you know, the sages also held this opinion of the book, as they put it:
“Job never existed and never was created but serves as a parable [n'n Ywnb]” (Baba
Batra 15a). But besides, every intelligent person ought to mark the initial words
of the book: “There was a man in the land of Uz named Job.” Ncthing is said of
his father nor of the time of his story. All this was to advise us that these events
were invented, like parables in which names of people and animals, names of
places and many other things are invented in order to instruct people respecting
social conduct and the like. The word Uz, as Maimonides pointed out (Guide
3:22), is very likely to be understood as alluding to nyy ‘counsel’, that is, to the
application of sound counsel and understanding to its interpretation. For un-
doubtedly the author might have chosen among the places of the world one
commonly mentioned in books, but he intended by the choice of this name, be-
cause of the allusion to counsel, to indicate also that this book was composed
and arranged with the intention and purpose of alluding to secrets and counsels of
wisdom of which every wise person ought to be aware.
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them and wrote them”—where did he find God’s speeches, and who collected
them from God’s mouth and wrote them? If you say, “The friends and Job wrote
God’s speeches,” what a wonder it is that there are six interlocutors yet there is
no difference in style among them, the style of each being like that of his fel-
low! Yet the style of each prophet differs from his fellow’s (although they say
all flows from a single Will—the Holy Spiri:), and the speech of each is as dis-
tinct from his fellow’s as white is from red; as, for example, the case of the
twelve minor prophets. . . . Indeed, it is but natural that as people’s tempera-
ments differ so do their deeds and manner of speaking. Hence, if Job and his
friends were truly as the plain sense of the text presents them and not an alle-
gory, individual differences of speech should have appeared among them besides
the differences of opinion that appear among them. . . . Thus anyone familiar
with books and the science of language must acknowledge that Job is stylisti-
cally uniform from beginning to end, and that a single author composed and in-
vented it. No distinctive styles occur in it; only in opinion and substance are
there distinctions. . . .

Beside these evidences is (this final one): What is told at the end of the Book
of Job of the doubling of his possessions is ground erough for understanding
that it is an allegory.

31 YN 10*

2. One might object: How can Job be an allegory when Ezekiel mentions
him with Noah and Daniel, who do not serve as allegories (Ezekiel 14)? From
this it appears that the prophet believed in Job's historicity. . . . We make three
responses. (a) Even though the prophet was convinced that Job existed and was
no allegory, that does not oblige us to reject the view that he serves as an alle-
gory. For no one knowledgeable about the secrets of prophecy can believe that
God said to that prophet in prophetic vision that “Job existed and was created.”
Hence, if the prophet said that Job existed it proves nothing. (b) We might fur-
ther suppose that the prophet who mentioned Job did not believe he existed, yet
referred to him as though he did in order to hide the truth of the matter from the
masses, lest they disparage him, thinking he was only an allegory. (c) Prophets
customarily speak in parables—indeed most of what they say is parabolic—
hence, they do not hesitate to refer to somcthing that has no reality. . . .

From the content of God’s two responses to Job, strange and lengthy as
they are, every intelligent person will take it as proven that the entire Book of
Job is an allegory. . . .

3. 1 think it worthwhile to consider the name Job, whose reference, ac-
cording to its derivation, is to NPN—antagonism and hatred-—since he was an-
tagonized and banished far from God. First, he was delivered to Satan, though
blameless . .. and over and above that he was loathed by society as an enemy
(2) who committed terrible crimes. . . . Moreover, with all his misfortunes
his friends added to his vexation by arguing with him and contradicting him.
Even if his misfortunes were on account of sins and crimes . . . they should have
greeted him with consolation and commiserated with him. Indeed, his friends
came with the intention of doing so, but they did just the opposite! . . . They
condemned him as though he were a confirmed villain, though he was, as the
text says, blameless and upright, fearing God and shunning evil. Surely anyone
who is intelligent and knows how to read a book will realize how stupid that
person is who fails to perceive that such matters—written and arranged in no
logical (natural) order when taken at their plain meaning, and which do not fol-
low ordinary common sense—must serve as an allegory.

Even a fool must realize that God cannot be seduced by Satan or any other
creature . . . ; how much less that Satan injure an innocent person. That alone
should be enough to quash a fool’s inclination to believe that Job ever existed or
was created in any shape or form. . . .

If the class (of fools) is not persuaded by these evidences that Job is an alle-
gory, we adduce more. . . . Supposz Job and his friends really existed—how was
the series of responses composed? If you say, “These men met together and each
spoke his piece and wrote it down in his own idiom; afterward Elihu appeared
and spoke his piece and wrote it; afterward God came and spoke his piece”—the
question arises: Who compiled all their utterances into one book after they fin-
ished speaking? To this you have no answer. If you say, “Our teacher Moses [the
putative author of Job] found their speeches written but disjoined and he collected



