Dr. Richard Steiner (rsteiner@yu.edu) January, 2004 7”03

Hebrew Syntax and Biblical Exegesis (Part 1I)

Identify all ambiguities (syntactic and lexical). Explain the positions of the exegetes, and
weigh the evidence (e.g., parallels located with concordance) for and against them. Be
prepared to answer the following questions in class: What is the scope ambiguity? Are there
any other ambiguities (syntactic or lexical)? Which reading is given by each translation and
commentary and how do you know (isolate the precise factor on which your judgment is
based)? Arc there patterns in the exegetical record or are the wide-scope and narrow-scope
interpretations randomly distributed? Bring photocopies of all material to class so that we can
discuss points you may not have noticed.

How to look up the parsing of a Greek word in LXX using Bible Windows: after opening
program, click upper LXX box (with open book icon); select biblical book; click "open at";
fill in chapter and verse numbers and click "OK"; select desired word; click "show"; click
"parsing. "

To find (*)77X3 and N2 used together in piyyutim and other early sources using the Ma’agarim
CD ROM (the Historical Dictionary Project of the Academy of the Hebrew Language):

Double click 0°1aRD icon. Click 0'0171°¥ and then D27V 12,

Type 77X in box. Double click [5yD3] 77X, Click (5}715) *212°2 and then A0I1.

Delete 77X in box and type 2. Double click (10,7792 ,198) 733, Click 70177 and then
UK.

Set distance between words at a number appropriate to your purpose. Click B*2171°X RX%, then
NRXIN2 9%, Click X277 and DTP to go back and forth in the list of attestations in context.
The date of each attestation is accompanied by a symbol explained on p. 25 of the manual.
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2. Newsday, June 4, 1988 (p. 19): "Lovers of the mangled sentence will forever cherish one
provided by the Associated Press in London, a couple of years ago. It appeared at the time of
the royal wedding between Andrew and Fergie. The AP identified the bridegroom as ‘Prince

Andrew, 26, the son of Queen Elizabeth and a Royal Navy helicopter pilot.”"

3. New York Times, Feb. 20, 1994 (p. A 36): "the Nation of Islam, which has recently been
criticized for anti-Semitic and anti-white remarks by one of its senior aides."”

4. Cheers: Diane: "Ever since I was a child, I’ve wanted to dance in the worst way."  Cliff
(snickering as he watches a videotape of her dancing): "I guess you got your wish!"”

5. New York Times Magazine, Jan 13, 1991 (p. 10):

William Safire, "On Language: Misplaced Mod"
‘Avoid confusing readers with misplaced modifiers’ is a fumblerule; the reader cannot
tell if misplaced modifiers refers to [sic, for ‘with misplaced modifiers modifies’]
confusing or readers.
The best example in the past year was in a New York Times caption, sent in by George
E. Burns with the captious comment ‘I think this is a record.” The caption quoted ‘a
program participant who is expecting her sixth child in two weeks.’

6. J.J. Katz and T.G. Bever, "The fall and rise of empiricism," An Integrated Theory of
Linguistic Ability (Bever, Katz, and Langendoen, eds.), 1976, 52: "the perceptual principle of
local-phrase salience could account for the tendency to misinterpret” phrases like "the friend of
my brother’s fiancee."

7. Poster at Columbia: YAVNEH (FORMERLY ORTHODOX JCWISII STUDENTS OF
COLUMBIA)

8. WINS news: "The judge is allowing two other witnesses fwho had heen ‘;‘,haﬂenged by the
defense to testify. [Ciyy S O
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