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See Sarna and his work on Epic substratum in the book of Job
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Maori pointed pointed out that the Job complaining about those who lie against God (Chapter 10?) is like the prologue Job.  Apparently Hoffman dissents
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I Disagree.  The Wager is necessary since without that we don;t know if outside factors caused the punishments.  While Iyov might be a rightous man, and book is dealing with personal renumeration, the idea of group responsibilty, parent responsibily, etc. must be known also.  The wager removes any of these considerations, and Iyov is punished only as a test of his mettle.
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This does not explain why we needed to be sure about Job's purity, but suspect the sons.  Why couldn't we be sure about both, so Job could laugh and say neither I nor my sons did any sins.  Pehaps since one can only be sure about themselves, and Job might doubt there purity themselves, if only a little, the doubt had to be planted in the prologue as well. The whole children guilt thing Needs analysis






