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A Structure Exercise




Prophetic Eschatology vs. Apocalyptic Eschatology

This common core of constant elements permits us... 1o formulate a
comprehensive definition of the genre: "Apocalypse” is a genre of
revelatory literature with a narrative framework, in which a reve-
lation is mediated by an otherworldly being 1o a human recipient,
disclosing a transcendent reality which is both temporal, insofar as it
envisages eschatological salvation, and spatial insafar as it involves
another, supernatural world,

J. J. Colling, Sem.. 14 (1979), “Introduction”®, 9

The Apocalypse of Abraham

On the day 1 was guarding the gods of my father Terah and the gods of my hrother Nahor, while | was testing which god is in
truth the strongest...As | was still walking on the road, my heart was disturbed and my mind distracted. | said in my heart, "What
1% the inequality of activity which my father is doing? s it not he rather who 15 god for his gods, because they come into being from
his sculpting, his planning, and his skill? They ought 1o honor my lather becanse they are his work™, .,

Then a voice came to me speaking twice, "Abraham! Abraham!" and 1 said, "Here | am!" And He said... Go, take me a young
heifer of three vears, and a she-goat of three years, and a ram of three vears, a urtledove and a pigeon, and bring me a pure
sacrifice. And in this sacrifice | will lay before you the ages to come, and make known to you what is reserved, and vou shall see
great things which you have not hitherto seen...

And it came to pass when the sun went down, behold there was the smoke as of a furnace. .. And the angel took me with his right
hand and set me upon the right wing of the pigeon, and set himself on the left wing of the turtle dove, neither of which birds had
been slaughtered. .. and we ascended upon many winds to the heavens which were above the firmament. ..

And while he was thus speaking fire came all about us, and there was a voice within the fire like the sound of many waters... even
the all-seeing ones reciting their song, and under the throne four fiery Living Ones singing, and their appearance was one, and
each one had four faces, And such was the appearance of their countenance, that each one had the face of a lion, 2 man, an ox
and an eagle... And I saw the sea and its islands, its monsters and its fishes, and Leviathan and his dominion, his camping-ground
and his caves, and the world which lay above him, his movements and the destructions of the world on his account. ... And I said,
"0 Eternal, Mighty One! What is this vision and picture of the creaturss?"..,

Apocalyptic vs Eschatological
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Motifs and Themes of Prophetic Eschatology
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I. Purification
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The Dialectic of The Day of God
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The River
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Jerusalem's Boarders
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Succoth and Hanukah
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